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RSS holds

meetto |

discuss polls

Nagpur: Ahead of Maharash-

tra assembly polls, the Rash- :

triya Swayamsevak Sangh

(RSS) organized an annual co-

ordination meetingof itsaffil-

iates at Reshimbagh ground
_ on Saturday. A large number
of dignitaries, topleaders like
state BJP president Devendra

Fadnavis, leader of opposi-

tion in legislative council Vi-

nod Tawde and BJP’s core
* committee member Pankaja
Munde took part in the two-
day event, BJPsourcessaid.

" "However, sources added
thatlikeits tradition,nothing :
comes out of the RSS head- :
quarters and everyone re-
mains tight-lipped on the hap-
penings of the events inside.
- “I's the part of strict disci-
pline in the Sangh parivar”
sourcessaid. s

E
The,meetihg a{ssume‘s sig-

~ nificance in the backdrop of
_ newly-appointed BJP presi-

dent Amit Shah’s visit fo the }

cityonFriday andhismeeting
© with RSS Sarsanghachalak
Mohan Bhagwat and general
secretary Bhaiyyaji Joshi.
With state elections two
months away, the BJP leader-
- ship wants toreplicate its suc-
cess in general elections and
form a saffron alliance gov-
ernment in Maharashtra.
TopRSS functionaries like
Sanghatan Mantri Ravi Bhu:

' sari also participated in the

“meeting. Sources said the
meet must have been orga-
nized to discuss poll strate-
gies on how to upset the Con-
gress-NCP  applecart. Even
future course of action, ef-
forts to strengthen their vari-

ous organizations and. to i

spread their work in other ar-
easwerediscussed. Bothsides
however didn't issue any com-
 muniquéinthisregard.

On Friday, Tawde. con-
firmed to TOI his participa-
tion in the meeting but on Sat-
urday phone calls to him were
diverted to his Mumbaioffice.

‘The annual meet is orga-
‘nized to review last year’s
works and new ones to be
takenup.' . : ;
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y women now freeze

Snehlata.Shrivastav
@timesgroup.com

Nagpur: Busy building ca-
reer or marrying late, a
large number of women in
metro cities like Mumbai

: and Pune are preserving

theireggs forfuture concep-
tion or pregnancy using as-
sistedreproductive technol-

i 0gy(ART). Though it is just

thebeginningof atrendlike
sperm bank, that has been
there for some years now,

: " egg preservation is being

looked as the first step to-

i wards the concept of egg.
: banksinnear future.

Dr Rishma Pai, who is a
consultant gynaecologists
at Jaslok and Lilavati Hos-

: pitalsinMumbai,definitely v

i seesthisasapositive stepto-

i wards giving women the

i power of becomingmothers
‘atalaterage. “Yes,wedoget

25 plus to 35 plus women
who come on their own de-

.1 manding cryopreservation

of their eggs. The concept is
relatively new even in met;
ros but we do get at least 3-5
women every month ap-

i proaching us for the pur-
: pose,”shesaid. ;

Dr Pai was in the city for
the first nodal conference of

i Maharashtra Chapter of the;

Indian Society for Assisted

: Reproduction (MSR) on ‘In-.
fertility-future challenges’.

Agreeing with Dr Pai,

i the general secretary of the
‘ conference from Pune Dr
Sunita Tandulwadkar said -

shetoohas womenas young

as 25 to 27-year-old wanting
egg preservation as they
know that the “ovarian re-
serves or eggs'in the ovary”
begin to deplete and lose

¢ their quality after a certain- -

age. They do not want the
risk of not becoming moth-
ers or having children with
birth defects, diseases or
syndromes, Dr Tandulwad-

i karadded.

The gynaecologist duo
says though this section of
women voluntarily and con-
sciously goforeggpreserva-
tion since their first priori-

ty is career, the technology
i isalso very useful for wom-
: en suffering from certain

diseases like breast cancer

eggs for late conception

__ Dinesh Wankhede

i3 - it -
‘Dr Hrishikesh Pai, Dr Mangala Ketkar, Dr Sadhana patwardhan and
-Dr Duru Shah and Dr Rishma Pai ‘theinaugurating the conference:

“Two orations by international faculty

The conference was inaugurated by MSR chairperson Dr
- | Hrishikesh Pai. General secretary DrSunita Tandulwadkar,
organizing chairperson Dr ManaglaKetkar, secretaryDr -

Sadhana Patwardhan, Dr Chaitanya Shembekar, Dr Padma fanii

Jirge, DrSushma Deshmukh, Dr Anita Mankar and other
organsiers ofthe conference from city were present 3
Earlier inthe day, twointernational faculty, scientists
Togas Tulandi from Jewish General Hospital, Montreal, and
Maurizio Nordio fromitaly delivered two orations. While-

- Tulandispoke on ‘Why, whenand how of gnRH agonistin

gynaecology’, Nordio spoke.on mq’dern approac_:h toPCOS and

‘metabolic syndrome. i

who may require surgery or
chemotherapy. “One can al-
sopreserve the eggs of such
women before chemother-
apy so that they are not de-

‘nied the right to become a

mother. Besides this, it also

‘reduces the trauma and
anxiety in a patient,” said

Dr Tandulwadkar.

- Dr Sadhana Desal, for-
mer president of Federa-
tion of Gynaecological So-
cieties of India (FOGSI) and
a senior practitioner from
Mumbai, relates’ the in-
crease in use of ART to in-
creased awareness in socie-
ty. However, the  level of
awareness as well the fertil-

ityrateandreasonsof infer-

tility in urban and rural
women are different. In ru-

‘ral women, infections like

tuberculosis and other sex-

related infections like go-

norrhoea which come them
mainly from husband are
responsible for infertility.
In urban women, infertility
is increasing because of oc-

cupational and profession-

al hazards, late marriages

“and changing lifestyle. It
‘can vary from types 'li;;e

polycystic ovarian  syn-

drome (PCOS), endometrio- -
sis, and blocked tubes. How- ;

ever, Dr Desai just does not

see third party treatment .
‘methods like surrogacy as

solutions to infertility “I

wouldn’t encourage this

personally,” sheadded. =~
But, Dr Desai sees in-vit-
ro fertilization QVF) or test

tubebabyasthe solutionon--

lyin'casesof absolute infer-
tility. Infertility treatment,
she says, has improved in
the past few years because
of availability of better di-
agnosis like sophisticated
ultrasonography (USG), en-
doscopy, newerdrugs which
help. women ovulate (re-

lease of egg) better, better .
methods of hormone man-.

agement like use of anti-
mullerian hormone as a
tool for detection -of diag-
nosis of ovarian reserve,

use of USG and other ART -

fortreatment.
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